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AACC SPC Newsletter: Auqust 2020

Dear AACC members!
Greetings from Jakarta!

Three Permanent Secretariats were established in 2017 by the amendment of AACC Statute: The Sec-
retariat for Planning and Coordination, the Secretariat for Research and Development, and the Center
for Human Resources Training. The Constitutional Court of the Republic of Indonesia is honoured to be
appointed as the SPC, and commits to contribute and support the Association based on the assigned
tasks.

This newsletter is dedicated as an instrument to spread the updated information regarding the complet-
ed tasks done by the SPC during January—September 2020. By the time this newsletter is disseminat-
ed to all member countries of AACC, several tasks have been completed such as below.

Bangladesh’s Admission

Referring to Part Il article 7 of the AACC
Statute, one Constitutional Court or any

equivalent institution from a sovereign
country can apply for AACC membership
by submitting written application for admis-
sion which also mentions an acceptance
of the ACC Statute along with any legal
document that support or mention its ju-
risdiction. The written application shall be
signed by the Head of Institution and ad-
dressed to the President of AACC.

The SPC has assisted the process of Ban-

l I (

Meeting with General Registrar of the Supreme Cort of Bangladesh

gladesh’s admission by conveying the copy of its official application letter to all members, collecting
their responses, and reporting it to the President of AACC as a material for the deliberation process
during the conduct of upcoming Board of Members Meeting (BoMM) in Nur-Sultan City, Kazakh-
stan, in August 2020.

The picture above was taken from the official visit of the SPC representatives to the Supreme Court
of Bangladesh in December last year on conducting further deliberation of SPC proposal that sent
before. For your reference, in 2019, the Association welcomed two institutions, which are The Su-
preme Court of India and the Supreme Court of the Maldives. Meanwhile this year, the Supreme
Court of Bangladesh who has been applying for AACC membership since January 2020, will be
granted its admission to AACC through the decision on the BoMM.
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2. |Initiated the AACC Covid-19 Awareness Campaign
Since being declared by the World Health Organization (WHO) as a global pandemic, the Covid-19
spread has come amid concern in Asia about its serious impact. To respond the global situation
due to the Covid-19, the SPC has initiated to launch the AACC Covid-19 Awareness Campaign in
early May 2020. This campaign consists of four major agendas, a declaration of Joint Statement,
flyer information about Coronavirus, member countries’ action policies, and videos from all member
countries of AACC. This campaign is not only aimed to reassure and strengthen the ties among
AACC members but also to encourage all members to be more aware of the pandemic and encour-
age one another on preventing/combatting it. Although this situation is unfortunate for the society,
digital technology plays its essential role during current situation in modern judiciary. These four
major agendas of AACC Covid-19 Awareness Campaign could be found at www.aacc-asia.org.
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3. Supporting the Congress, MSG, and BoMM on 27—28 August 2020 at Nur-Sultan, Kazakhstan

Serving as the President of AACC from 2019—2021, The Constitutional Council of Kazakhstan
hosts the series of AACC events: the 41" Congress, Meeting of Secretaries General, and BoMM that
will be held on 26—27 August 2020 at Nur-Sultan, Kazakhstan. Unfortunately, the suffering global
situation due to the Covid-19 attack has restricted the international flights as an effort to diminish
the spread of Covid-19. Therefore, the events will be conducted online through video conference.
The events will also be streamed through the Host’s website and the Host’s Youtube channel.
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Since the beginning of 2020, the SPC has intensively communicated with our counterpart in Ka-
zakhstan to prepare the events including sharing some previous documents as a reference on ar-
ranging the schedule. The result of this consistent hardwork will be seen on August 26—27, 2020,
where all member countries of AACC are welcomed to the events.

4. Upgrading Process of the AACC website

To express the commitment of SPC on ensuring a fulfilment of its task, the SPC launched a website
of AACC at www.aacc-asia.org on 2018. The website has many features that facilitate all member
countries of AACC to update their information about their institutions, events, and landmark deci-
sions. Each member has obtained their own username and password therefore it is more conve-
nient for them to update the information.

As a result from the Liaison Officer (LO) Meeting of AACC on November 6™, 2019, in Bali, the SPC
had re-delivered the username and password to all AACC members including to the new member,
the Supreme Court of India and the Supreme Court of the Maldives. The SPC expresses its deep-
est appreciation for members who has continuously updated their information and always encour-
ages other members to do aforementioned. In the future, SPC is planning to launch new features to
gather all information regarding all data collected from the very first AACC events in 2010.

5. The 17th Anniversary of the Constitutional Court of the Republic of Indonesia

Established in August 13", 2003, as a result from the amendment of 1945 Constitution, the Con-
stitutional Court of the Republic of Indonesia has a significant role to the society. Its authorities in-
clude of large range from judicial review, resolution of disputes over the state institutions as well as
resolution of disputes over the results of general election and the election of governor, regents, and
mayors. This year, commemorating the seventeenth anniversary of the Court, besides conducting
a ceremony, the Court also humbly wishes for successful endeavours in the future, more fruitful
established cooperation with counterpart countries, and particularly on handling the given tasks on
guarding and protecting the Constitution as well as promoting democracy and rule of law in society.

This year, commemorating the sev-
enteenth anniversary of the Court,
besides conducting a ceremony,
the Court also humbly wishes noth-
ing but a successful endeavour in
the future, more fruitful established
cooperation with counterpart coun-
tries, and particularly on handling
the given tasks on guarding and
protecting the Constitution as well
as promoting democracy and rule of

law in society.
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6. The Meeting of Secretaries General (MSG), Board of Members Meeting (BoMM), and the 4th
Congress of AACC

The SPC conveys its sincere appreciation to the Constitutional Council of the Republic of Kazakh-
stan as a Host of the conduct of the Meeting of Secretaries General (MSG), Board of Members
Meeting (BoMM), and the 4th Congress of AACC on August 26—27, 2020. Due to the outbreak of
the Covid-19, the events conducted through video conference and participated by all AACC mem-

bers except the Philippines.

Some landmark decisions from the
events are the Bangladesh admission,
the MoU between AACC and Eurasian
Association of Constitutional Review
Bodies, the amendment of AACC Stat-
ute, and the Nur-Sultan Declaration.
The SPC believes that the conduct of
these events will bring fruitful accom-
plishments to the AACC in the future.

7. Highligts on International Events of
AACC Members

One of the feature on SPC Newsletter is
to highlight International Events of AACC
Members. During 2020, there were five
international events conducted by AACC
members. Among those five events, two
of them were cancelled due to the early
Covid-19 outbreak while three of them
were successfully conducted in offline
and online platform as below.
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= The International Judicial Conference “Judiciary and the Changing World” conducted by
the Supreme Court of India on February 21—23, 2020;

= The International Conference “The Protection of Fundamental Rights and Freedoms in
the Age of Internet” conducted by the Constitutional Court of Turkey but cancelled due to
the outbreak;

= The International Conference “The Role and Significance of the Constitutional Control
during Constitutional Reform” conducted by the Constitutional Chamber of the Supreme
Court of the Kyrgyz Republic but cancelled due to the outbreak;

= The 8" Summer School “Restriction of Human Rights and Freedoms on Health Emer-
gencies: The Example of Covid-19” conducted by the Constitutional Court of Turkey on
September 7—8, 2020, using online platform;

= The 2nd International Research Conference “Freedom of Expression: Experience of
AACC Members” conducted by the Constitutional Court of Korea on September 23—25,
2020, using online platform.

To strengthen the ties among AACC members and to organize the schedule of international
events from each AACC members, the SPC has launched the internal menu on AACC web-
site that contains schedule calendar therefore each AACC members allow to set the date of
their international events to avoid any coincident date with other AACC members.
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